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Third Quarterly Newsletter (WP7.3) (1 August – 30 October, 2018) 

comprising 3rd Quarterly Progress Report (WP6.3)  
Finalised 1 November, 2018: Mandalay 

 
 
Progress of the MuEuCAP Project (1 August – 31 October, 2018):This was another productive three 
months for the MuEuCAP project. Highlights included a workshop, which was hosted from 11-14 
October (inclusive) by the University of Mandalay.  
 
During this workshop, Myanmar staff from the universities of Mandalay, Myeik and Mawlamyine 
and European staff from the universities of Göttingen, Extremadura and BOKU completed all aspects 
of WP 1. This was the end of the preparation stage of MuEuCAP, a seven month process, which had 
included:  

• gathering information on existing curricula related to environmental protection (from the 
Departments of Botany, Geography, Geology, Marine Science, and Zoology in each of three 
Myanmar universities) 

• an assessment of needs in the curriculum relating to environmental protection in each of the 
three universities – both self-assessment by Myanmar staff and students and objective 
assessment by EU university staff 

• an assessment by non-academic partners (NGOs, CSOs and others) of current Master’s 
students in terms of their technical and soft skills and environmental/biodiversity knowledge 
and a listing of additional skills that they would like to see taught in the Myanmar 
universities. 

Figure 1. Myanmar and European university staff participating in the 11-14 October workshop hosted in the University of 
Mandalay.  
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Figure 2. Most sessions at the workshop (11-14 October) in the University of Mandalay were interactive with Myanmar staff 
actively encouraged to participate in all discussions. 

 
At the workshop, Myanmar and European staff worked on a wide range of topics included in WP2, 
namely:  

• developing an enhanced curriculum in environmental protection for the three Myanmar 
universities (WP2.1), including drawing a draft outline of a new curriculum (WP2.2) 

• the Steering Committee (comprising Myanmar and European representatives of the 
universities) discussed and designed a first call for Myanmar university staff who wish to be 
part of the enhanced training courses, which will begin in January, 2019. Details of how to 
apply are posted on the MuEuCAP website and include an example of a CV and motivation 
letter - https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads. With a deadline of 11 November, the 
call requires Myanmar staff to provide: 

o a CV 
o motivation letter 
o list of courses currently 
o a publications list (if relevant) 

• logistical arrangements for training (WP2.6.5) were discussed in open session with all the 
delegates and again in more detail by the Steering Committee (and are available in the 
Minutes of the 2nd meeting of the Steering Committee); provisional titles for staff training 
were drawn up for each university, with possible topics; provisional training dates were also 
announced, namely: 

o WP2.8.1 Training to improve academic and technical skills and competences 
▪ University of Mandalay: 9-11 January, 2019 (excluding travel) 
▪ Myeik University: 13-15 January, 2019 (excluding travel) 
▪ Mawlamyine University: 6-8 February, 2019 (excluding travel).  

o WP3.1 Practical testing of individual courses (of the curriculum) with students 
▪ Mawlamyine University: 3-8 March, 2019 (excluding travel).  
▪ Myeik University: 10-15 March, 2019 (excluding travel) 
▪ University of Mandalay: to be decided  

https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
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• a number of discussions were held by all delegates to the workshop (Myanmar and 
European) concerning the technical equipment needs (WP2.7) at the three Myanmar 
universities for the forthcoming training programme; staff were given the task to develop 
detailed lists of equipment, with a deadline of 1 November, 2018. 
 

Following on from main workshop, two one-day workshops in the University of Mandalay were 
organised on the topic of ‘Scientific English’. The first, on 16 October 2018 was based in the 
Department of Zoology and on the second on 18 October in the Department of Botany. Participation 
was excellent, with a combined attendance of staff and students of 87 individuals (56 in Zoology; 31 
in Botany). The training was led by Dr Paul Bates (a native English speaker) of BOKU and was 
interactive. It involved Myanmar staff and some students having to undertake a number of tasks. 
These included learning how to write a CV and a motivation letter in English. And, how to apply in 
English for an external grant. The latter task, mostly involved Myanmar staff and students, 
developing methods and ideas on how to write succinct and pertinent project titles. The class also 
undertook an informal comprehension exercise, responding in English to questions related to 
applying to the international grant-giving body, the Rufford Foundation. A follow-up workshop on 
English for science is planned for 1 November, 2018.  
 

 
 

 
Figure 3. Dr Paul Bates led two one-day workshops in the University of Mandalay on 'scientific English' (WP2.6.6). The first, 
16 October, was held in the Department of Zoology and included 56 Myanmar staff and students. 
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Figure 4. The second workshop on 'Scientific English' was held on 18 October and based in the Department of Botany. It was 
led by Dr Paul Bates (BOKU) and included 31 Myanmar staff and students. 

As part of MuEuCAP’s ongoing communication and outreach programme (WP7), the Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/ and website https://www.myanmar-edu.org/ are constantly 
being updated and as of the 31 October, the website counter has recorded 2781 visits. 

https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/
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In addition, a new flyer was commissioned, designed and printed (WP7.1.4). In contrast to the March 
2018 flyer, it focuses on a more general message about the MuEuCAP project and directs readers to 
the official website for those who want to know in greater detail about the aims, objectives and 
activities of MuEuCAP. The design features a three page/two fold format (front and back cover and 
in-fold). 
 

 
 

 
Figure 5. A new MuEuCAP flyer was published: the format was 3 page/2 fold. Confusingly, when laid flat as above, this 
means the front cover is top right; the back cover is top centre and the in-fold is top left; the inner pages (below) are easier 
to follow, as they read left to right. 

During the third quarter, a call was also put out through the October workshops,  the MuEuCAP 
Facebook page and the MuEuCAP website to all staff in the Departments of Botany, English, Marine 
Science and Zoology in the Universities of Myeik, Mandalay and Mawlamyine. They were invited to 
submit an application to MuEuCAP to take part in further intensive training from European 
specialists in scientific method, teaching skills, and outreach and communication. The deadline to 
receive the applications is 11 November, 2018. To provide guidance to the staff, examples of a good 
CV and Motivation letter were posted on the open-access MuEuCAP website. 
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 Indicators predicted and indicators reached  

- Indicators predicted:  
- Myanmar universities to set up or are in the process of setting up a dedicated bank account 

to receive MuEuCAP funding  
- WP1 to be completed with a final report on needs assessment (WP1.5) 
- Curriculum planning and development [ MUPs] (WP2.1) 
- Draft outline of curriculum [ MUPs] (WP2.2) 
- Course development workshops (WP2.3) 
- A call for participants for first year of university staff training (WP2.6.4) 
- Teaching scientific English (WP2.6.6) 
- Technical update of equipment to support curriculum delivery (WP2.6.7) 
- Assessment of ICT and technical equipment literacy at each MUP (WP2.6.7) 
- Training to improve academic and technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1) 
- Design evaluation mechanisms and implement mechanisms (WP6.2) 

Figure 6. A call to the Myanmar staff of the Universities of Myeik, Mawlamyine and Mandalay, for further training as part 
of the MuEuCAP project, was posted on the MuEuCAP Facebook page, with instructions on the MuEuCAP website. 
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- Quarterly progress reports written and circulated to Steering Committee (WP6.3) 
- Website updated (WP7.1.1) 
- Social media channels updated (WP7.1.2) 
- Quarterly project newsletter written (WP7.3) 
- Communication with public/media (WP7.4) 
- Training staff in outreach (WP7.5) 
- Steering Committee meeting (WP8.1). 

 
- Indicators reached:  
- Three of the four Myanmar universities have now set up a dedicated bank account to receive 

MuEuCAP funding (only the University of Forestry and Environmental Science, Yezin has yet 
to do this) 

- WP1 was completed, except for the final needs-assessment for ICT and equipment, which 
will follow-on from the initial Curriculum development training workshop in January, 2019. 
Following the workshop, all participants will have a clearer understanding of what 
equipment they will need to deliver the new curriculum. This apart, the final report on 
needs-assessment (WP1.5) has been written 

- Curriculum planning and development [ MUPs] (WP2.1) was further developed during the 
11-14 October, 2018 workshop in the University of Mandalay 

- Draft outline of curriculum [ MUPs] (WP2.2) is currently being developed 
- Course development workshops (WP2.3) took place 11-14 October, 2018 
- A call for participants for first year (2nd year of project) of university staff training (WP2.6.4) 

was launched in October 2018 at the workshop in the University of Mandalay, on the 
MuEuCAP Facebook page and with instructions on the MuEuCAP website 

- Teaching scientific English (WP2.6.6) took place in the Departments of Zoology and Botany in 
the University of Mandalay (16 & 18 October, 2018) 

- Technical update of equipment to support curriculum delivery (WP2.6.7) is ongoing and the 
first phase will be implemented by January, 2019 in readiness for field training in March, 
2019 

- Assessment of ICT and technical equipment literacy at each MUP (WP2.6.7) has been 
completed 

- Training to improve academic and technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1) has 
commenced and will be enhanced throughout 2019, starting with training workshops in 
January, February and March, 2019 

- Design evaluation mechanisms and implement mechanisms (WP6.2) – yet to be completed 
- 2nd Quarterly progress report (WP6.3) was written, circulated to the Steering Committee and 

posted on the MuEuCAP website at https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads  
- Website (WP7.1.1) is regularly updated at www.myanmar-edu.org with valuable 

‘downloads’ added regularly to the ‘downloads’ page at https://www.myanmar-
edu.org/downloads  . Currently, the website has recorded 2781 hits. 

- Social media channels (WP7.1.2), mostly Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/ 
is regularly updated  

- Logo (WP7.1.3) is available on all outputs – see www.myanmar-edu.org 
- A promotional video about the MuEuCAP project has been posted on the website 

(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfihoi2g5C6d-qR9GMfGL6x1kDmWUrSx/view)  -  see 
www.myanmar-edu.org 

- 2nd Quarterly project newsletter (WP7.3) was written and posted on MuEuCAP website at 
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads , it is based on the 2nd Quarterly Report (WP6.3) 

- Communication with public/media is on-going (WP7.4) – examples illustrated on 
www.myanmar-edu.org/publicity  

- Training staff in outreach is on-going (WP7.5) 

https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
http://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/
http://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfihoi2g5C6d-qR9GMfGL6x1kDmWUrSx/view
http://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
http://www.myanmar-edu.org/publicity
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- The Second Steering Committee meeting (WP8.1) took place 13 October, 2018 (originally 
scheduled for December, 2018); a full report was prepared and submitted to all members of 
the Committee. 

 
 


