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Fourth Quarterly Newsletter (WP7.3) (1 November, 2018 – 31 January, 2019) 
comprising 4th Quarterly Progress Report (WP6.3)  

Finalised 8 February, 2019: BOKU 

Progress of the MuEuCAP Project (1 November, 2018 – 31 January, 2019): The 4th Quarter, like 
those before, was another productive three months for the MuEuCAP project. Highlights included 
three workshops, which were hosted by the University of Mandalay from 9-11 January, 2019 
(inclusive); and two workshops in Myeik University between 13-15 January, 2019 (inclusive) and 17-
19 January 2019 (inclusive). In addition, there was one training day in English for science on 1 
November, 2018 in the University of Mandalay. ‘Homework’ tasks were set for Myanmar staff to 
prepare for up-coming workshops in March, 2019.  

Meanwhile, applications were received from Myanmar staff in the Departments of Botany, English, 
Marine Science and Zoology in the Universities of Myeik, Mandalay and Mawlamyine who wished to 
receive further intensive training from European specialists in scientific method, teaching skills, and 
outreach and communication. The deadline to receive the applications was 11 November, 2018. To 
provide guidance to the staff, examples of a good CV and Motivation letter were posted on the 
open-access MuEuCAP website. 

Figure 2. Myanmar and European university staff participating in the 11-14 October workshop hosted in the University of 
Mandalay.  

Figure 1. Dr Nils Noelke, a forestry expert from the University of Göttingen, Germany provides specialist training to staff of 
Myeik University. Topics included setting up an objective, scientific study; data collection and data analysis. 
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During the first two January workshops in the universities of Mandalay and Myeik, Myanmar staff 
and students from the respective universities, together with staff from MBNS (Myanmar Bird and 
Nature Society) and European staff from the universities of Göttingen, Extremadura and BOKU 
worked on aspects of WP 2.8.1 – training to improve academic skills and competences.  The third 
workshop, which took place in Myeik University, focused on a final needs assessment of equipment 
for technical training (WP1.3) and update of equipment (WP2.7). 
 
For WP2.8.1, Dr Swen Renner, MuEuCAP Project Coordinator, noted that to be an effective scientist 
in the field of ‘Environmental Protection’ it is vital to have a good understanding of scientific 
method. Therefore, the emphasis of the training was how to undertake a study that combines all the 
necessary attributes of objective, testable science. Particular focus was on scientific method and 
most especially on:  

• formulating a ‘Research Question’ 

• formulating a ‘Testable Hypothesis’ 

• planning of analysis and statistical tests 

• developing an understanding of what is ‘Experimental Research’ and what is ‘Non-
Experimental Research’ 

• ideas relating to ‘Concepts, Indicators, Variable and Measurability’ 

• writing a pre-proposal. 

Figures 2 & 3. Dr Jaime Muriel, together with Dr Sergio Magallanes, both from the University of Extremadura, Spain 
explained to Myanmar staff and students of the universities of Mandalay and Myeik about various aspects of scientific 
research, including formulating a ‘Research Question’ and a ‘Testable Hypothesis’ and about ideas concerning 
‘Experimental Research’ and the meaning of ‘Concepts, Indicators and Variables’. 
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All three January, 2019 training workshops were very well attended. European training staff 
included: Dr Swen Renner, Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio and Dr Paul Bates from BOKU, Austria; Dr 
Christoph Klein and Dr Nils Noelke from Göttingen University, Germany and Dr Jaime Muriel and Dr 
Sergio Magallanes from the University of Extremadura, Spain.  
 
Meanwhile, 39 staff and students attended the workshop in the University of Mandalay and 39 also 
attended the 13-15 January workshop in Myeik University. These included staff from the 
Departments of Botany, Chemistry, English, Geography, Geology, Marine Science, Physics and 
Zoology. It was particularly valuable to see such a diverse collection of staff since all these disciplines 
are relevant to the study environmental protection and to the dissemination of information about 
the subject to the broader public. The second workshop in Myeik, relating to WP1.3 and WP2.7 was 
attended by 28 staff from all three Myanmar universities (Mandalay, Myeik and Mawlamyine). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figures 4, 5 and 6. Classroom activities during the workshops in Mandalay and Myeik universities including staff developing 
research questions and testable hypotheses and learning how to collect and manipulate data. 
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In order to ensure that lessons learnt in the workshops were reinforced and also to prepare staff and 
students for subsequent training in the field in March, 2019, a ‘homework’ task was set. This was 
entitled ‘Preparing a Project Outline’ and instructions were circulated to staff and students by their 
respective universities and through the MuEuCAP Facebook page. Instructions could also be 
downloaded from the MuEuCAP website – see Item 13 at https://www.myanmar-
edu.org/downloads.  It was mandatory that those who wanted to continue with training under 
MuEuCAP undertook the task and submitted a completed ‘Project Outline’. 

 
Figures 7-11. The workshops in the universities of Mandalay and Myeik included presentations, interactive teaching, and 
practical classroom tasks for Myanmar staff and students. 

https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
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There was considerable media interest in the workshops and MRTV interviewed a number of 
participants, both from the European and Myanmar universities. Amongst other outputs, this 
resulted in an excellent video (in Myanmar language), which was featured on the Myanmar TV news 
channel MRTV. It includes interviews and filming of MuEuCAP activities and has been made available 
through Youtube on the home page of the MuEuCAP website (https://www.myanmar-edu.org/) at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk-b5KffD54&feature=youtu.be. 

 
Following on from the October workshop in November, 2018, as previously reported (in 3rd Quarter 
Report), two one-day workshops in the University of Mandalay were organised on the topic of 
‘Scientific English’. The first, on 16 October 2018 was based in the Department of Zoology and on the 
second on 18 October in the Department of Botany. A follow-up workshop, led by Dr Paul Bates of 

Figures 12 & 13. Project Coordinator, Dr Swen Renner of BOKU, Vienna and Daw Saw Myat Ohnmar of Myeik University 
both contributed interviews to an MRTV news report on the MuEuCAP workshop in Mandalay. This excellent report is 
available on the MuEuCAP website at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk-b5KffD54&feature=youtu.be. 

https://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk-b5KffD54&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk-b5KffD54&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk-b5KffD54&feature=youtu.be
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BOKU, Vienna on English took place in the Department of Zoology on 1 November, 2018. As before, 
participation was excellent, with 46 Myanmar staff and students attending. They undertook an 
interactive task of preparing a ‘letter of motivation’ and one-page CV to international standard.   
 

 
As always, the MuEuCAP website https://www.myanmar-edu.org/ and Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/ were regularly updated with information and relevant news. 
Innovations included the translation of much of the website into Myanmar language to maximise 
readership and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Figures 14-17. On 1 November 2018, the third in a series of English for Science workshops was held in the University of Mandalay. It was 
attended by an enthusiastic group of 46 staff and students. 

https://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/
https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/
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- Indicators predicted:  
- WP1 was completed with a final needs assessment of equipment (WP1.3) and technical 

update of equipment to support curriculum delivery (WP2.7) 
- Teaching scientific English (WP2.6.6) 
- Training to improve academic and technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1) 
- Design evaluation mechanisms and implement mechanisms (WP6.2) 
- Quarterly progress reports written and circulated to Steering Committee (WP6.3) 
- Website updated (WP7.1.1) 
- Social media channels updated (WP7.1.2) 
- Quarterly project newsletter written (WP7.3) 
- Communication with public/media (WP7.4) 
- Training staff in outreach (WP7.5). 

 
- Indicators reached:  
- WP1 was completed with the final needs-assessment for ICT and equipment (WP1.3), which 

took place in Myeik University 17-19 January, 2019. This was in conjunction with the 
technical update of equipment to support curriculum delivery (WP2.7) in readiness for field 
training in March, 2019 

- Teaching scientific English (WP2.6.6) took place in the Department of Zoology in the 
University of Mandalay (1 November, 2018) 

- Training to improve academic and technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1) took place in 
two training workshops in the universities of Mandalay and Myeik in January, 2019 

- Design evaluation mechanisms and implement mechanisms (WP6.2) – yet to be completed 
- 3rd Quarterly progress report (WP6.3) was written, circulated to the Steering Committee 

and posted on the MuEuCAP website at https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads  
- Website (WP7.1.1) is regularly updated at www.myanmar-edu.org with valuable 

‘downloads’ added regularly to the ‘downloads’ page at https://www.myanmar-
edu.org/downloads. 

- Social media channels (WP7.1.2), mostly Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/ 
is regularly updated  

- Logo (WP7.1.3) is available on all outputs – see www.myanmar-edu.org 
- A video shot by MRTV about the MuEuCAP project has been posted on the website 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk-b5KffD54&feature=youtu.be)  -  see 
www.myanmar-edu.org 

- 3rd Quarterly project newsletter (WP7.3) was written and posted on MuEuCAP website at 
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads . It is based on the 3rd Quarterly Report (WP6.3) 

- Communication with public/media is on-going (WP7.4) – examples illustrated on 
www.myanmar-edu.org/publicity  

- Training staff in outreach is on-going (WP7.5) 
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